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1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NIR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
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of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 
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1 . Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

CN,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 
EP 



The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
13 July 2000 (13.07.00) under No. WO 00/40801 



REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter It has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE {Article 22 or 39(1 )) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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"V 2 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a molded article made mainly of 
pulp which involves no reduction in bottle strength, has a satisfactory appearance, and has a 
depression or a projection of prescribed shape around the opening or the body thereof. 

Disclosure of the Invention: 

The present invention achieves the above object by providing a molded article made 
predominantly of pulp and comprising a bottom portion and a body portion, wherein the angle 
between the outer surface of a side wall of said body portion and the ground contact plane of 
said bottom portion is 85° or greater, and the height of said body portion is 50 mm or more 
(hereinafter referred to as a first aspect). 

The present invention also achieves the above object by providing a molded article 
made predominantly of pulp and comprising a bottom portion, a body portion and an opening 
portion, wherein said body portion has a depression or a projection, or said opening portion 
has an extension extending inward from the peripheral edge thereof, said depression or said 
projection is continuous only in the horizontal or oblique direction provided that said 
depression or said projection is continuous in a straight line, and said body portion is seamless 
(hereinafter referred to as a second aspect). 

Brief Description of the Drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the molded article according to the 
present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-section of the molded article shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse cross-section of the body portion of the molded article shown in 

Fig. 1. 

Figs. 4(a), 4(b), 4(c), and 4(d) show in sequence a papermaking step out of the steps 
for producing the molded article shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5 is a vertical cross-section of an embodiment of the molded article according to 
the second aspect (corresponding to Fig. 2). 

Fig. 6 is a vertical cross-section of another embodiment of the molded article 
according to the second aspect (corresponding to Fig. 2). 

Fig. 7 is a perspective of a second embodiment of the molded article according to the 
first aspect. 

Fig. 8 is a side view of the molded article shown in Fig. 7. 
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International application No. 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
Int. CI 6 D21J3/10, B65D1/00 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
Int. CI 6 D21J3/ 00-5/00 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1940-1996 Toroku Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1994-1999 

Kbkai Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1971-1995 Jitsuyo Shinan Toroku Koho 1996-1999 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



X 
A 
A 



JP, 61-174500, A (Tsutomu Ochiai) , 

6 August, 19 86 (06* 08 o 86) ( Family s none) 

JP, 54-133972, A (Dainippon Printing Co., Ltd. ) , 
18 October, 1979 (18o 10 o 79) (Familys none) 



JP, 8-302600, A (K.K. Imamura Shoten), 

19 November, 1996 (19 B 11„ 96) (Familys none) 

JP, 8-209600, A (K.K. Toomoku), 

13 August, 1996 (13. 08. 96) (Familys none) 



w 1^2 

3, 10 
1-2, 4-9 
1-10 

1-10 



| | Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C See patent family annex. 



Special categories of cited documents: "T" 
document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

earlier document but published on or after the international filing date "X" 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 

special reason (as specified) M Y" 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 

means 

document published prior to the international filing date bnt later than 

the priority date claimed "i" 



later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
7 July, 1999 (07, 07. 99) 



Date of mailing of the international search report 
21 July, 1999 (21. 07. 99) 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 



Facsimile No. 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



THE PATENT OFFICE OF THE STATE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE 
OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

Address:No.6 Xi Tucheng Lu r Jimeng Qiao Haidian District. Bering Post code: 1 0Q088 P O BOX:Be^jing 8Q2Q 



Shanghai Patent & Trademark Law Office 



Date of Dispatch 
June 13, 2003 



Application No.: 99815137.8 


Applicant:KAO CORPORATION 


Application Date: May 6, 1999 


Agent: 


Title: m&W 



THE FIRST- OFFICE ACTION 
(PCT APPLICATION IN THE NATIONAL PHASE) 

1. According to the Request for Substantive Examination raised by the applicant and based on the 
provision of Item 1, Article 35 of the Patent Law, the Examiner has proceeded with the Examination 
as to Substance on the above mentioned application for patent for invention. 

I I According to Item 2, Article 35 of the Chinese Patent Law, the Patent Office has decided to examine 
the above application for patent for invention. 

2. ^| The applicant has requested that the filling date of 

December 28 r 1998 at the JE Patent Office as the priority date, 
January 29 f 1999 at the IE Patent Office as the priority date, 
February 5 r 1999 at the JE Patent Office as the priority date, 

3. [I] The following amended documents submitted by the applicant cannot be accepted for not conforming 

to the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law: 

I I The Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Examination Report. 

I I The Chinese version of the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 1 9 of 

the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 
I I The amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of the Patent 

Cooperation Treaty. 

I I The amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 5 1 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Patent Law. 
Refer to the text of the notice for the specific reason of non-acceptance thereof. 

4. O The examination is conducted by directing at the Chinese version of the original International 

Application submitted. 
1^1 The examination is conducted by directing at the following application documents: 
[3 Description, 

p. 1-27 . the Chinese version of the original International Application Document submitted; 

p. , the Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Examination 

Report; 

p. , the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 

of the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 



l 



p. , the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 51 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
£3 Claims, 

, the Chinese version of the original International Application Document submitted. 

, the Chinese version of the amended document submitted according to the provision of 

Rule 19 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

, the Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Report. 

1-10 - the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of the 
Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

, the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 51 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
1^1 Attached Drawings, 

p. 1-14 . the Chinese version of the original International Application Document submitted. 

p. , the Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Examination 

Report. 

p. 5 the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of 

the Patent Cooperation Treaty, 
p. , the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 51 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

1^1 This Notice cites the following Comparison Document(the number of which shall continue to be used 



in the subsequent examination proceedings): 



No. 


Number/Title of Document 


Date of Publication (or the filing date of the 
conflicting Application) 


1 


US2961043A 


19601122 


2 


US4088259A 


19780509 


3 


JP54-133972A 


19791018 


4 







The conclusive opinion drawn from the examination: 
I I As regards the Specification: 



I I The contents of the application fall under the scope stipulated by Article 5 of the Patent Law for 

which no patent right should be granted. 
I I The specification does not conform with the provision of Item 3, Article 26 of the Patent Law. 
I I The drafting of the specification does not conform with the provision of Rule 18 of the 
Implementing Regulations. 
[X]As regards the Claims: 

I I Claim does not possess the novelty as stipulated in Item 2, Article 22 of the Patent Law. 

1^1 Claim 1-10 does not possess the inventiveness as stipulated in Item 3, Article 22 of the Patent 
Law. 

I I Claim does not possess the practical applicability as stipulated in Item 4, Article 22 of the 

Patent Law. 

|~| Claim falls under the scope of Article 25 of the Patent Law where no patent right is to be 

granted. 

I I Claim does not conform with the provision of Item 4, Article 26 of the Patent Law. 

2 




f~l Claim does not conform with the provision of Item 1, Article 3 1 of the Patent Law. 

n Claim does not conform with the provision of Item 1, Rule 13 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Patent Law. 
I I Claim does not conform with the provision of Rule 18 of the Implementing Regulations of 

the Patent Law. 

I I Claim does not conform with the provisions of Rules 20 to 23 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Patent Law. 
Refer to the text of this Notice for the specific analyses of the conclusive opinion. 

7. Based on the above conclusive opinion, the Examiner deems that: 

I I The applicant shall amend the application documents in accordance with the requirements raised in 
the text of the Notice. 

I I The applicant shall discuss in Ms observations reasons why this application for patent can be granted 

a patent right, and amend the portions indicated in the text of the Notice which have been deemed as 

not conforming with the provisions, or no patent right shall be granted. 
[>3 There are no substantive contents in the application for patent that can be granted a patent right. If the 

applicant does not present reasons or the reasons presented are not sufficient, the application shall be 

rejected. 

8. The applicant is asked to note the following items: 

(1) According to the provision of Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant shall submit his 
observations within four months from the receipt of this Notice. Where, without justified reasons, 
the applicant does not respond at the expiration of said date, the application shall be deemed to have 
been withdrawn. 

(2) The applicant shall amend his application according to Article 33 of the Patent Law. The amended 
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